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This matter came for hearing on the 18th day of May, 2012, before Eric Dunning, a
hearing officer duly appointed by the Director of the Nebraska Department of Insurance. The
Nebraska of Department of Insurance (“Department”) was represented by its attorney, Charles
Hamilton (“Hamilton™). Lori Cosler-Lewis (“Cosler-Lewis™) was present via telephone and was
not represented by counsel. The proceedings were tape recorded by Tracy Gruhn, a licensed
Notary Public. Evidence was received, testimony was adduced and the matter was taken under
advisement. As a result of the hearing, the hearing officer makes the following Findings of Fact,

Conclusions of Law and Recommended Order.

FINDINGS OF FACT

L The Department is the agency of the State of Nebraska charged with licensing
insurance producers.

2 On or about February 15, 2012, Cosler-Lewis applied for a resident insurance
producer license. (Ex. 2).

3. Within the application, Cosler-Lewis indicated that she had been convicted of a

crime. (Ex. 2, Attachment 1).



4 Cosler-Lewis’s application for a resident producer license was denied by Jason
McCartney (“McCartney”), Producer Licensing Administrator for the Department, pursuant to
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 49-4059(1)(f). McCartney testified that the application was denied because of
Cosler-Lewis’s conviction of a Class II Felony. On or about February 21, 2012, the Department
sent a letter of denial to Cosler-Lewis stating the reasons for the denial and informing
Cosler-Lewis of her right to request a hearing on the matter of denial. (Ex. 2, Attachment 2).

5. In a letter received by the Department of Insurance on March 22, 2012,
Cosler-Lewis requested a hearing to appeal the Department’s denial for an insurance producer
license. (Ex. 2, Attachment 3).

6. On or about April 5, 2012, a copy of a Notice of Hearing in this matter was served
upon Cosler-Lewis by certified mail, return receipt requested. A return receipt card from the
United States Postal Service indicates a delivery date of April 9, 2012. (Ex. 1, Attachment 1).

7. On or about April 12, 2012, Tracy Gruhn received a request via email from
Cosler-Lewis that the hearing scheduled for April 19, 2012, be rescheduled and that the hearing
be held telephonically. On or about May 7, 2012, a copy of an Order Setting Hearing date was
sent to Cosler-Lewis via certified mail, return receipt requested and regular US mail. (Ex. 1,
Attachment 1).

9. Cosler-Lewis pled guilty to Conspiracy to Commit First Degree Murder, a Class
II Felony on April 8, 2002, and was sentenced to an indeterminate sentence of imprisonment of
not less than four years nor more than five years, with credit for 228 days of time previously
served in the case. (Ex. 2, Attachment 1).

8. Cosler-Lewis introduced into evidence a letter explaining the background of the

events leading up to the conviction (Ex. 3).



10.  Cosler-Lewis testified that since her conviction she has earned her Bachelor’s

Degree.
DISCUSSION

Cosler-Lewis pled guilty to Conspiracy to Commit First Degree Murder, a Class II
Felony. This crime was of a serious nature as evidenced by the Felony classification. In
addition, the fact that the crime was participation in a conspiracy makes the underlying events
particularly troublesome for an insurance producer license. Cosler-Lewis failed to provide
evidence on her own behalf other than her direct testimony and two character references, one
from a parent, and one from a close friend.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW
1. The Department has jurisdiction, control and discretion over the licensing of

insurance producers to sell insurance in the State of Nebraska pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 44-

101.01 and § 44-4047 et seq.

2. The Department has personal jurisdiction over Cosler-Lewis.

3. The Director may deny the issuance of an insurance producer license on the basis
of the applicant’s conviction of a Felony or a Class I, II, or III misdemeanor pursuant to Neb.
Rev. Stat.§ 44-4059(1)(f).

RECOMMENDED ORDER
Based in the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, the following is recommended for

adoption by the Director of Insurance:

1. Cosler-Lewis’s application for an insurance producer license should be denied.
2. The Nebraska Department of Insurance will continue to retain jurisdiction over
this matter.
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Dated this b‘f day of May 2012.

STATE OF NEBRASKA
DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE

= =

Eric Dunning /
Hearing Officer

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION

I have reviewed the foregoing Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Recommended
Order and hereby certify that the Recommended Order is adopted as the official and final Order of
this Department in the matter of the denial of application for license for Lori Cosler-Lewis, Cause
No. A-1944.

Dated this 02 ? ddy of May 2012.

STATE OF NEBRASKA
DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE

Lre K (M

Bruce R. Ramge
Director of Insurance

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law,
Recommended Order, and Order was served upon the Applicant by mailing a copy to Lori
Cosler-Lewis at 1120 Sandflower Road, North Platte, NE, 69101, via certified mail, return receipt
requested, and regular US first-class mail, on this ﬂ}tﬁy of May, 2012.
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